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A Plain and Proper 


HIS is a Queſtion that has 
been put, by the ſound and 
orthodox Part of the Clergy, 
| upon many other Occaſions, 
and in many other Inſtarices, as well as 
this; and they ſeem, by the Confidence 
with which they uſually preſs it, to think 
it unanſwerable, If a Man happens to 
diſſent from an eſtabliſhed Opinion, two 
or three particular ones at leaſt, the im- 
mediate Cry from that Quarter is, Hath 
A2 he 
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the Revenues, and eat the Bread of the 
Church, in Conſequenee of this Subſcrip- 


does not really believe, does not Honeſty 
and Sincerity require of bim to renounce 
"thoſe Advantages which his Subſcription 


_ overſhoot the Mark; your Argument, I 


one Clergyman in our Church can poſſibly 


(4) 
he not ſubſcribed? Doth he not enjoy 


tion? And, if he has ſubſcribed to what he 


has procured him? Hold, my good 
Friends, not quite ſo faſt: You ſeem to 


am afraid, proves rather too much, and 

will be attended with Conſequences, that 
you are not aware of; as, I truſt, we ſhall 
ſee preſently. I preſume, it will not be 
controverted, that the learned Prelate, of 
whom the Diſpute is, has a Right to keep 
Poſſeſſion of his Preferments, till ſome- 
body ſhall put in a Claim to them, who 
has a better Title to plead, than he has, 
And, if it can be made appear, that no 


have ſuch a Title in him, furely all the 
Courts of Law and Equity in Chriſten- 
dom will confirm the Right of the pre- 
ſent Poſſeſſor. | 

| * Now, 


(89 
Now, that this is the exact State of 
the Caſe, it is the Drift and Deſign of 
the win Pages to make out and 
illuſtrate. 

For, has not every Man, who is in On- 
ders, nay, almoſt every Boy that has en- 
ter d into ove of our Univerſities, (to its 
everlaſting Honour be it ſpoken) ſub- 
ſcribed the 39 Articles, as well as the Bi- 
ſhop of Clagher? And I hope to make 
you ſenſible, before I have done, (I here 
ſpeak to the Clergy) that every Man of you 
has ſubſcribed to Doctrines, which he, 
does not, and which he cannot believe. In 
Proof of what I fay, I ſhall firſt produce 
the 35th Article, that which enjoins the 
Uſe of the Homilies, and we will examine 
what may fairly be contained in it. It de- 
clareth, that the ſecond, as well as the firſt 
Book of Homilies, doth contain a godly and 
wholeſome Dofrine, and neceſſary for theſe 
Times: This means, to be ſure, that neither 
of them contains any Doctrine but what is 
godly and wholeſome, and neceſſary for theſe 
Times; theſe Times, that is, not the Times 
only when the Articles were firſt compiled, 

but 
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but for that Point of Time wherein every 
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Man ſubſcribes them; ſo that, if I ſub- 
ſcribed them Yeſterday, I then declared, 
that all the Doctrines contain'd in the Ho- 
milies are neceſſary for the preſent Times. 
This is, I think, a fair and natural Con- 
ſtruction. Now, amohgſt the Homilies, 
we find a long one againſt “ Rebellion; 
in. which the Doctrine of Paſſive Obedi- 
ence and Non-refiſtance is as plainly 
taught, and as ſtrongly inculcated, as can 
be done in Words: Not one Syllable faid, 
not the leaſt Hint given, of any Diviſion 
of the ſupreme Power between the Prince 
and Parliament: - Your Ideas are all confin'd 
to the ſingle Perſon of the Prince, and all 
Reſiſtance to him, upon any Pretence 
whatſoever, is declared to be abſolutely 
unlawful, and is expreſly forbid under the 
Pain of Damnation. It is preſſed upon all 
Subjects, not only as Individuals, but in 
their collective Capacity, and to the worſt 
of Princes, and moſt cruel of Tyrants, when | 


neither the Liberty, Property, or Life of 


the Subject 1s in Safety ; and it is enforc'd 
by Arguments of ſuch a Nature, as leave no 
4 | room 
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Room for any practical Exception to the 
general Rule. Nor can any one, who has 
a competent Knowledge of the Character 
and Reign of Queen Elizabeth, think it 
credible ſhe would publickly authoriſe and 
permit any other Doctrine ta be inculcated 
upon her People, but this. I will not ſay, 
with a late great Writer, that the Doctrine 
above-mention'd was no-where to be met 
wh in the Days of King James the Firſt, 

but feulking in an old Homily ; becauſe, ac- 
cording to my Notion of the Matter, it is 
not ſpoken with exact Truth and Propriety. 
The Homilies in this Reign were not of 
antient Date: The firſt Bock was drawn up 
but in the Reign of Edward the Sixth, 
the ſecond in that of James's immediate 
Predeceſſor; and therefore they are to be 
conſider d, as containing the publick Doc- 
trine both of Church and State at that Time, 
the one having ſo lately compoſed, and the 
other confirmed them. So that, although 
Q. El:zabeth did, upon the whole, make uſe 
of her Power ſo much to the Advantage 
of her Subjects, that ſhe avoided creating 


any n uſt or Uneaſineſs amongſt 
them; 


n 


659 
mem; yet few Princes have been more ab- 
ſolutely Maſters in their Kingdoms, or have 


more hardly digeſted any Controul upon 
their Actions, than her Highneſs: And in 
her Time was that Doctrine actually laid 
down and eſtabliſned, which her Succeſſors 
weakly and injudiciouſly employed to their 
oven Deſtruction: And ] believe it will be 
found upon Enquiry, that the ſame Doc- 
trine was adhered to by the Majority of 
our Churchmen in every Point of Time 
from thence down to the Revolution, when 
they thought fit to embrace the other Side 
of the Queſtion.” But, will any of the 
Clergy ſay, this Doctrine of Paſſive Obedi- 
dience and Non-reſiſtance is a Doctrine 
neceſſary for the preſent Times? ] have ſo 
good an Opinion of their Underſtandings, 
as to believe there are few of them who 
think it a Doctrine neceſſary for any Time - 
But, that it is a Doctrine true in itſelf, or 
proper for the preſent, can conſiſtently be 
maintain d by none; which will appear 

from the following Conſideration: The 
Clergy have all of them taken the Oaths to 
the preſent Government, the greateſt Part 

N of 
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of chem that of Abjuration ; but the Oath 
of Allegiance is taken by every Man that is 
admitted into Orders; and I apprehend that 
by this Oath a Man binds himſelf to be a 
faithful and loyal Subject to his Majeſty 
King | George, and thereby virtually ac- 
knowledges his Title to the Crown. Now, 
the Title of the preſent Royal Family is 
undoubtedly founded in the Lawfulneſs of 
Reſiſtance; namely, of that Reſiſtance 
which, brought about the Revolution in 
1688. So that, if all Reſiſtance, upon any 
Pretence whatſoever, be in itſelf unlawful, 


the Revolution, that took Place upon the 
Principles of Reſiſtance, was unlawful ; 


the preſent Government, that ſtands upon 
the ſame Bottom, muſt be an unlawful Go- 
vernment ; conſequently, no Man can law- 
fully ſwear himſelf a faithful Subject to it. 
I with the Gentlemen concern'd wou'd 
ſeriouſly advert to this Fact, and conſider 
what a miſerable Dilemma they have 
brought themſelves into. They have /ub- 
 feribed to the Unlawfulneſs of Reſiſtance, 
and ſworn to the Lawfulneſs of it. They 
have affirmed both Sides of the Propoſition 
to be true, and, what is more, they affirmed 
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it almoſt with the ſame Breath ; the ſame 
Occaſion, whenever it happens, that makes 
it neceſſary to ſubſcribe, requiring them to 


favear, 


Let me here aſſure the Reader, that I 
have not brought this palpable Contradic- 
tion out to View, with any Deſign to re- 
proach or reflect Diſhonour upon the 
Clergy : I much rather pity the Difficulty 
of their Situation, and the Hardneſs of the 
Conditions they are obliged to ſubmit to. 
I have indeed repreſented the Matter of 
Fact as in Truth it is; but it is only in or- 
der to convince them, that Subſcription 
muſt be underſtood with ſome Latitude to 
the Subſcriber, from the apparent Abſur- 
dity of holding him down to the preciſe 
Terms of the Articles. How much better 
would it be, in Point of Prudence, as well 
as Brotherly-Love, if, inſtead of bearing 
hard upon one another for Compliances, in 
the Guilt of which (if there be any) all are 
involved, they would unite with one Heart 
in a modeſt Application to thoſe who are 
placed in Authority over them for a Re- 


moval of theſe Embarraſſments; and pray 


that they may be delivered from the Ne- 
ceſſity 


(11) 
_ceflity of having Recourſe to Salvo's and 
Diſtinctions, which their Enemies are apt 
to charge upon them, as nothing better 
than Shuffle and Preyarication, Tis poſſi- 
ble, the legiſlative Powers of our Country 
may never have conſidered this Matter in 
the Light in which it is here exhibited, viz. 
to what oppoſite Principles the Clergy are, 
by the ſupreme Authority, required to give 
their Aſſent; for the Subſcription is an Act 
of the State, as well as the Oath. What 
Sort of Obligation theſe contrary Laws 
create, by operating againſt each other, it is 
not eaſy to ſay: In the natural World, 
when two equal Bodies meet, impreſſed 
with an equal Quantity of Force, the Ac- 
tion of cach deſtroys that of the other, and 
the Bodies are both at once reduced to a 
State of Reſt or Inaction: Is it not the ſame 
in the moral? When the fame Authority 
exacts contrary Duties from us, doth it not 
in Reaſon void our Obligation to either ? 
Is not a Man in. the ſame Condition, as if 
there was no Law at all? that is, at Li- 
berty to act which Way he likes beſt? A 
Power, that oppoſes and deſtroys itſelf, is no 
RE = 22 Power 
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Power at all; in ſhort, it is nothing, and 
does nothing, and therefore can have no Ef- 
fects. But we will not conclude ſo ſtrongly: 
We will yield Priority to the Oath : It ſhall 


be granted that this is binding, and the Sub- 


ſcription not; for, if you hold faſt one, you 
muſt of N eceſſity let go the other : But 


then, would it not be much better, if 


the Subſcription was quite taken out of the 
Way, and totally aboliſhed ? What Uſe can 
it be of, but to puzzle the Logick, and 
perplex the Conſciences of Men? Far be 
from me the Preſumption of dictating to 
Lawgivers : But it can, I hope, be no Of- 
fence to ſay, that Matters of leſs Impor- 
tance have ſometimes occupied their Time 
and Attention. But poſſibly the Fault may 
not lie here: That no Remedy has been 
applied to this evident Inconvenience, may, 


perhaps, be owing to nothing more than 


the violent Oppoſition of the Clergy them 


ſelves to the leaſt Alteration of what they 


have received from their Forefathers; tho 


] ſee no one Argument. againſt altering 
ſome things now in Uſe, but what was 


juſt as good before the Reformation, as it is 
at 
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„„ 
at this Day; and all one can conclude from 
the Diſcourſe and Writings of many ſtaunch 
Churchmen, is, that they would have 
made admirable Papiſts, and never have 
deſerted the good old Cauſe. Nay, I will 
venture to pronounce, that the Pretence of 
diſturbing Eſtabliſhments, and unſettling 
Men's Minds, claim'd as much Weight 
againſt the firſt Attempts to introduce 
Chriſtianity, and was as properly urged by 
a Jew or a Gentile againſt our Saviour and 
his Apoſtles, (and no Doubt it was not 
neglected) as it has been by ſome of our 
modern Defenders of the Church, as they 
call themſelves, againſt the Endeavours of 
thoſe who would willingly bring about 
fome farther Amendments and Improve- 
ments in it. And, upon the fame Prin- 
ciples, whatever is once wrong, and pub- 

lickly acquieſced in, can never be ſet right. 
We will now diſmiſs this Article, tho 
much more might be ſaid upon it, there 
being other Doctrines contained in the 
Homilies very liable to Exception, as well 
as that againſt Rebellion: But, from what 
has been offered, I think it proved even 


to 
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to Demonſtration, that no Man can have 
ſubcribed it with a full Perſuaſion of its 
Truth. Or, if there be any ſuch Perſon, 
all we have to do, in Point of Argument, is, 
to put him in Mind of his Oath, 

Let us. proceed to another. And the 
next I propoſe to the Conſideration of the 
Subſcriber ſhall be the ſeventeenth, which 
may be look'd upon as a ſhort Treatiſe upon. 
Predeſtination, Tho' this Article muſt be 
allowed to be very intricate, and in ſome. 
Parts, I think, no better than downright 
Nonſenſe; yet, upon the whole, it can- 
not well be denied to have been drawn up 
by Men whoſe Heads were full of Joby 
Catvin's Notions upon this Subject. Some 
Expoſitors, indeed, have endeavour'd to 
ſoften this Matter, and explain the Article 
in ſuch a lax Senſe, as that it may well 
enough be ſubſcribed by People of diffe- 
rent Perſuaſions. But this could never be 
the Deſign or Meaning of the Compilers, 
becauſe it entirely defeats the End of any 
| Subſcription at all. The ſole End of ſub- 
ſcribing is to prevent a Diverſity of Opini- 

ons; and therefore to ſuppole an Article de- 
ſignedly 


ccc 
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fignedly ſo worded as to admit of being 
acceded to in contrary Senſes, is turning 
the whole Buſineſs of Subſcription into a 
Farce, and making it anſwer no one Pur- 
poſe in the World. In my Mind, it woud 
appear more worthy of the Clergy to de- 
pend upon their own Judgments in this 
Matter, and renounce all Expoſitions what- 
ſoever. When they are preſſed in Argu- 
ment upon theſe Points, to retire under the 
Shelter of this or that Writer, who' has 
given ſuch or ſuch a Solution of the 
Matter, is really below the Dignity of 
Men of Senſe and Learning, as every 
Clergyman is ſuppoſed to be, and conſe- 
quently a competent Judge for himſelf. 
Are the Articles plain and eaſy? They 
then need no Expoſition. Are they hard 
and difficult, and ſo want to be explained? 
Surelya ſtronger Objection cannot be form- 
ed by the Wit of Man againſt them. That there 
ſhould be any thing intricate, any thing du- 
bious, any thing that calls for an Interpre- 
ter, in Articles that are to be aſſented to by 
Lads of ſixteen Vears of Age, or even by 
the Clergy themſelves, and in the ſame 

Senſe, 
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Senſe, if they are to be of any UR, is, with- 
out all peradyenture, the moſt groſs and 
palpable Abſurdity in Nature. 
If then we totally ſet aſide the Explana- 
tions of other Men, and have immediate 
Recourſe to the Contents of the Article, the 
plain and obvious Doctrine that the words 
ſuggeſt to us, is that of rigid Predeſtination. 
It will not be amiſs to recite them: Pre- 
deſtination to Life is the everlaſting Pur- 
poſe of God, whereby (before the Founda- 
tions of the World were laid) he hath con- 
ſtantly decreed by his Counſel, ſecret to us, 
to deliver from Curſe and Damnation 
thoſe whom he hath choſen in Chriſt out 
of Mankind, and to bring them by Chriſt 
to everlaſting Salvation, as Veſſels made to 
Honour. Wherefore, they which be endu- 
ed with ſo excellent a Benefit of God, be 
called according to God's Purpoſe by his 
Spirit working in due Seaſon: They thro 
Grace obey the Calling: They be juſtified 
freely: They be made Sons of God by 
Adoption : They be made like the Image 
of his only-begotten Son JeſusChriſt : They 
walk religiouſly in good Works, and at 
length 
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length, by God's Mercy, they attain to ever- 
laſting Felicity.” ——Now, can any body 
doubt about the Veaning of theſe Words? 
Do they not at once convey to us an Idea 
of God's chooſing out ſome Part of Man- 
kind, on whom to beſtow his Grace and 
Favour, i in order to conduct them to Sal- 
vation, and leaving the reſt to periſh, for 
Lack of , neceſſary Help and Aſſiſtance ? 
Beſides, it is well, known, becauſe Hiſtory 
aſſures. us of it, that our Reformers, ex- 
cellent Men as many of them were, did 
entertain Notions of this Nature. This 
is fully aſſerted by Biſhop Burnet, in his 
Hiſtory of the Reformation *: And, in 
| | = ec. mis 
* The following is this Writer's Account of the Matter. 
Speaking of a Set of People call'd the Goſpellers, © In ma- 
ny Sermons, ſays he, I have oft met with ſevere Expaſtu- 
lations with theſe, and heavy Denunciations of Judgments 
againſt them. But I do not find any thing objected to 
them, as to their Belief; ſuve only that, the Doctrine of 
Predeſtination having been generally taught by the Re- 
formers, many of this Sect began to make ſtrange Inferen - 


ces from it; reckoning, that, ſince every thing was de- 
creed, and the Decrees of God could not be fruſtrated, 


therefore Men were to leave themſelves to be carried by 
theſe Decrees. This drew ſome into great Impiety of Life, 
and others into Deſperation. The Germans ſoon ſaw the 
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his Expoſition of the Article we are 2 
ſidering, he expreſſeth himſelf thus, Page 
151: © In England the firſt Reformers 
were generally in the Sublapſarian Hypo- 
theſis.” And what this Hypotheſis was, 
he had told us in the 146th Page: 
The Sublapſarians are they, who ſay, 
that, Adam having finned freely, arid his 
Sin being imputed to all his Poſterity, 
God did conſider Mankind, thus loſt, 
with an Eye of Pity : And, having deſign- 
ed to reſcue a great Number out of this 
loſt State, he decreed to ſend his Son to die 
for them, to accept of his Death on their 
Account, and to give them ſuch Aſſiſtan- 
ces, as ſhould be effectual both to convert 
1 | them 
ill Effects of this Doctrine. Luther changed his Mind about 
it, and Melanct bon openly writ againſt it: And ſince that 
Time the whole Stream of the Lutheran Churches has run 
the other Way. Both Calvin and Bucer were ſtill for main- 
taining the Doctrine of theſe Decrees ; only they warned 
the People not to think much of them, fince they were 
Secrets which Men could not penetrate into: But they did 
not ſo clearly ſhew how theſe Conſequences did not flow 
from ſuch Opinions. Hooper, and many other good Writers, 
did often dehort People from entering into theſe Curioſities ; 
and a Caveat to that ſame Purpoſe was put afterwards 


into the Article of the Church about Predeſtination. * 
Part ii. Page 113. 
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to him, and to make them perſeyere to 


the End: But for the reſt, he framed no 


poſitive Act about them only he left them 
in- that lapſcd State, without intending that 
they. hould have the Benefit of Chriſt's 
Death, - or of efficacious. and perſevering 
Aſſiſtances. What a Doctrine is here? 
How . unworthy a Repreſentation is this 
of the ſupreme Being? How deſtructive 
of his Attributes 'of Juſtice and Goodneſs? 
What unaccountable Partiality does it 
charge upon him towards his Creatures, 
all equally the Work of his own Hands? 
"Tis too true, this ſtill ſtands the publick 
Doctrine of our Church: But is it now be- 
lieved by any one ſenſible Member of it? 
Is it not univerſally exploded, both by 
Clergy and Laity, as falſe and unreaſon- 
able, and bordering upon Impiety? Ts 
there a Man, who, the Moment he has 
received his Commiſſion to aſcend the 
Roſtrum, ſcruples openly to preach and 
declaim againſt it? It is ſo clearly de- 
monſtrable, both from Reaſon and Revela- - 


4 lation, that all Men have an equal Right 
in Jekus Chriſt, and that every one, that 
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is, every one who has heard of his Death, 
is furniſhed with Powers to apply the 
Benefits of it to. himſelf, that, I appre- 
hend, he muſt. be a very candid Divine, 
who would not think a great Affront offer- 
ed to his Underſtanding, in ſuppoſing him 
to hold any Principles repugnant hereto. 
But this Matter may be purſued a little 
: farther: The Miſchief, perhaps, may not 
ſtop here. When erroneous Opinions are 
lodged in a Man's Head, and the ſame Per- 
ſon happens to be a Compoſer of Prayers, 
tis a great Chance but theſe Opinions 
ſome Way or other ſlide into thoſe Com- 
poſitions. Let us ſee, if this be not true in 
the Caſe before us, that is, whether the 
Subſtance of the ſeventeenth Article may 
not be traced into the Liturgy: For my 
own Part, I ſuſpe& that it may; and ſhall 
particularly produce a Prayer from the 
Burial-Service to ſupport my Suſpicion: In 
which, after having returned Thanks to 
| God for removing the Deceaſed out of this 
ſinful World, we beſeech him ſhortly to ac- 
_ compliſh the Number of his Ele, and 7o 
* his Kingdom,” Now m_ Expreſſions, 
5 & 
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of " atcompliſhing the Number of his Ele#, 
and haſtening bis Kingdom, are to me quite 


- unintelligible, upon any other Hypotheſis 


than that juſt now explained, viz. the Sub- 
lapfarian. The only Meaning they con- 


vey to my Underſtanding, is, that God 


has fix d upon ſuch a certain Number out 
of Mankind, whom he hath decreed: for 
Happineſs and Salvation: Accordingly we 
pray, that He will be pleaſed to make up 
this Number as faſt as He can, that the 
Saints may enter upon their glorious Inhe- 


ritance as - ſoon as . poſſibly may be. It 


does not ſeem to have been conſidered by 
the Compoſers of this Prayer, that, with 

the complete Happineſs of the Elect, muſt 
_ commence the complete Miſery of thoſe, 
whom God, in his great Mercy, hath 
thought fit to rejeck. And upon their Ac- 
count, I think, Benevolence would chooſe 
to remove this Event as far off as Thought 
can remove it. It is here natural to aſk, 
whether the whole of this determined 


Number be ſuppoſed to be already in Ex- 
iſtence, or whether any Part of them re- 
main yet to be born, and ſo are to come 


4 upon 
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85 upon the Stage one after another, ſome of 
them, perhaps, 
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ſeveral Ages hence? 

Upon the firſt of theſe Suppoſitions, we 
pray, that God will be pleaſed to hurry all 
Mankind out of the World, and ſhut up 
the preſent Scene of Things, with all con- 
venient Speed: Upon the other, we deſire, 
l proteſt, I, don't know, what, —but, if 
any thing preciſely, it ſeems to be,. that He 


would precipitate the regular and ſtated 


Succeſſion of Men, and haſten every Soul 
that he intends for Happineſs , into the 
World, that He may remove it imme- 
diately out of it. But what a ſtrange Sub- 


ject is this for a Prayer? What have we 


to do with the Times and the Seaſons, which 
God has put in his own Power? Whence 


ariſes our Obligation to pray that He would 


pus. a ſpeedy End to this World? . Surely 
this is interfering in Things that belong not 
to us, and praying, not according to the 
Pattern leſt us by our bleſſed Saviour, but 
according to a Fog. of Man's air 
vention. 

"Ne Tale can. Frfind. in Raeken © juſtify 
the Practice of returning Thanks to God 


for 
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for the Death of every Man indiſcriminate- 
ly, whether righteous or wicked, happy 
or miſerable, uſeful to Society, or burthen- 
ſome: In all which Caſes it ſees reaſon· 
able ſorte Difference ſhould be made. We 
are, indeed, bound to reſign ourſelves with 
entire Submiſſion to all the Diſpenſations 
of Heaven: But many Things happen in 
the Courſe of Providence, for which I can 
no-where find that it is required of us to give 
Thanks. Do we thank God for Light- 
ning and Tempeſt, for Plague, Peſtilence, 
and Fatnine? Theſe Things are ſometimes 
manifeſtly, and  oftener perhaps ſecretly, 
productive of Good, both in the natural 
and moral World; and we ought, no 
Doubt, to bleſs that Power that is thus 
able to bring Good out of Evil; but the 
Things are aſſuredly evil in themſelves, and 
as ſuch we deprecate them in our daily 

Prayers. The fame Way of Reaſoning, in 
fome Meaſure, holds in the Caſe under Con- 
fideration. Can we ſincerely return Thanks 
to the Almighty for taking a Perſon out 
of this World, in the midſt, to all Ap- 
pearatice, of a wicked Life, and whoſe 
Condition we tremble for afterwards? Are 
particular 


* 
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particular Praiſes due for the Departure of 
a virtuous, a happy, and uſeful Member of 
the Community ? We are to ſubmit to it, as 
I aid before; but I do not know that it is 
any Part of our Duty to give Thanks for it. 
Nothing ought to be made the Subject of 
our publick Addreſſes, but what al Parts 
of an Audience may readily join in. Can 
a Wife, fos Inſtance, or Children, be ſup- 
_ poſed heartily to join in a Thankſgiving 

for the Death of a good Huſband, a good 
Father, and one, perhaps, upon-whom the 
whole Subſiſtence of a Family, at leaſt its 
comfortable Subſiſtence, depended ? Hu- 
man Nature. does not ſeem to admit of it. 
There are few, I believe, but muſt have 
felt a Reluctance in their Minds upon ſome 
Occaſions of this Kind ; and therefore the 
Practice appears to have the Voice of Na- 
ture againſt it. Beſides, the praying againſt 
an Event To-day as an Evil, and giving 
Thanks for it To-morraw as a Good, carries 
in it ſo great an Air of Contradiction, that 
there is a Neceſſity of ſome very refined 
Reaſoning to make the Parts conſiſtent. In 
ſhort, the whole Prayer is founded in falſe 
Doctrine, 
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Doctrine, which of Courſe cuts off all 
Wonder that it is filled with Impropriety. 


The tenth Article upon Free-Will is fo 
nearly connected with the foregoing, that it 
lies fully in my Way to paſs a few Reflexi- 
ons upon it. This affirmeth, that“ Man 
cannot turn and prepare himſelf by his 
own natural Strength and good Works 
to Faith and calling upon God: Where- - 
fore, we have no Power to do good 
Works, pleaſant and acceptable to God, 
without the Grace of God by Chriſt 
preventing us, that we may have a good 
Will, and working with us, when we have 
that good Will.” It is not to be thought 
ſtrange, that they who maintain Predeſti- 
nation ſhould deny Free-Will, becauſe 
one is a natural Conſequence of the o- 
ther. Whoever is deſtined either to a State 
of Happineſs or Miſery, muſt of Neceſſi- 
ty chooſe and purſue ſuch a Method of 
Conduct, as will lead him in a ſtraight Line 
to the End he is intended for: And the Idea 
of Neceſſity is as incompatible with Free- 
dom, as that of Darkneſs with Light; they 
mutually annihilate one another. And, as 
we have Reaſon to expect it might be, fo 
D in 
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in Fact it is. Man cannot turn and pre- 
pare himſelf by his own natural Strength 


to Faith and calling upon God: We have 
no Power to do good Works, pleaſant and 
acceptable to God, without the Grace of 
God by Chriſt preventing us.” The Propo- 
ſition contained in theſe Aſſertions 1s plainly 
this, that the firſt Motions towards God and 
Goodneſs no Man can produce in himſelf 
merely by the Force of his own Faculties, 
originally imparted to him, nor ſtir one Step 
in the Road to Heaven, unleſs God ſhall 
2 to reach out his Hand, and lift him 
upon his Legs: A Propoſition moſt evi- 
dently falſe, contrary to Reaſon, contrary to 
Scripture, and to ſome Principles that are ad- 
mitted by the Generality of modern Divines. 
Tis the Concluſion of Reaſon, that God ori- 
ginally created Man a Free Agent; and it 


thus concludes, not only with reſpect to the 


firſt of the Race, but concerning every one 
that hath ſince been born into the World. 
We are aſſured, if we can be ſure of any 
thing, that Man hath in himſelf a Power 
of beginning Motion either in his Body 
or his Mind; that he is naturally capable 

40H of 
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of turning his Thoughts towards all Ob- 
jets; of contemplating, weighing, and 
comparing them one with another; of con- 
ſidering Arguments, Reaſons, Motives; and 
of determining according to the Force with 
which they ſhall ſtrike upon his Under- 
ſtanding : And it is farther evident, that, 
unleſs he be allow'd to be poſſeſſed of 
this Capacity, he cannot be conſidered as a 
moral, nor conſequently as an accountable 
Creature. If then God hath made Man 
a moral Creature, he muſt deal with him 
as ſuch ; that is, he cannot forcibly impell 
him either this Way or that; for over- 
ruling the Will is bringing it to juſt the 
fame thing, as if there was no Will at 
all, and would be treating him more like 
a Machine, than a rational Being, capable 
of acting well or ill. If then there muſt 
be a Difference in theſe Creatures, ariſing 
from the different Uſe they ſhall make of 
the original Powers with which they are 
endued, whatever Favours or Aſſiſtances 
God ſhall pleaſe to afford them, as we are 
far from excluding all, they muſt be pro- 
portioned to theſe Differences, that is, to 


D 2 the 


(28) 
the moral Qualifications of every Individual, 
and muſt be ſuch as are every Way con- 
ſiſtent with our Ideas of perfect Liberty. 

Theſe Concluſions of Reaſon I appre- 
hend to be fully confirmed by ſacred Scrip- 
ture; one ſingle Paſſage of which will, I 
believe, be ſufficient to ſhew it. In the 
th Chap. of St. Matth. our Saviour, after 
having given ſeveral Inſtructions to his 
Diſciples, to direct them in the Progreſs of 
a Chriſtian Life, tells them it is neceſſary, 
that they may be able to practiſe theſe In- 
ſtructions, to apply themſelves to God in 
hearty Prayer for his Aſſiſtance: Af, ſays 
he, and it ſhall be given you; ſeek, and ye ſhall 
ind; knock, and it ſhall be opened unto you. 
Matth. vii, 7. Here then is a Condition 
laid down, upon which all Chriſtians are 
to expect divine Aſſiſtances: And it is fairly 
implied in the Words, according to all the 
known Rules of Conſtruction, that, if we 
do not aſk, it ſhall not be given us; if we 
do not ſeek, we ſhall not find; to ſuch as 
refuſe to knock, it ſhall not be opened. 
Now, this expreſsly contradicts the plain 
Meaning of the Article, which aſſerts round- 


ly, 
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ly, that no Man can do any thing good and 
acceptable to God, before he hath received 
his Grace, which is therefore called pre- 
venting, becauſe it is ſuppoſed to go before 
every good Work that can be done; for 
here is a good Act aſſigned by the Spirit 
of God, the Act of aſeing, the Act of ap- 
plying to God in Prayer, before' we can 
hope or expect to receive it. And it is ob- 
ſervable, that the ſame Language runs 
through the whole New Teſtament, from 
one End to the other. All which proves, 
beyond any manner of Doubt, that there 
muſt be ſome good Diſpoſition in a Man, 
previous to his Reception of ju/tifying Grace, 
ſomething to denominate him a good Man, 
before God can fingle him out for an Ob- 
ject of his Favour. The Church indeed 
hath carried this Matter farther, and pur- 
ſued it into its Conſequences; for in the 
thirteenth Article, which may be eſteemed 
only as an Appendage to the tenth, it 
doubteth not to affirm, of Works done be- 
fore. the Grace of Chriſt, that they have the 
Nature of Sin: So that the Virtues of 
SOCRATES were nothing better than ſplendi da 

Peccata : 
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Peccata: An Affirmation, of which J will 
ſay no more, than that, the ſooner it is ex- 
punged, the more Honour will be done to 
God, and the more Credit to our Church. 
The worſt I will wiſh upon thoſe, who 
are fond of retaining the Articles juſt as 
they are, is, that their own Attainments, 
under the Diſpenſation of Grace, may 
equal, whereas they ought far to exceed, 
the moral Excellencies of this incompara- 
ble, I had almoſt faid divine, Heathen. 
The Senſe of our modern Writers in Di- 
vinity is generally agreeable to the Princi- 
ples here aſſerted. When they diſcourſe 
upon the Subject of God's Grace, they ſel- 
dom fail of laying down and inſiſting upon 
ſome Conditions, as previouſly neceſſary 
to intitle Men to the Benefits and Advan- 
tages of it. Theſe- commonly are Prayer, 
and an Intention to make uſe of it to good 
Purpoſes. And herein they have Reaſon 
and Truth on their Side: But then they 


plainly go contrary to the Meaning of theſe - 


Articles, as has been fully made appear. 
If now we follow theſe Articles, as we 


did the laſt, we ſhall find them ſtrongly 


operating 
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operating throughout the Liturgy, where 


they are made the Ground work, as it 
== were, and Foundation of ſundry Collects. 
WT. Thus, for Inſtance, in the ſecond at Even- 
A ing Prayer; O God, from whom all holy De- 

Ferres, all good Counſels, and all juſt Works do 
| I | proceed : In what Senſe may we ſuppoſe it 
= here ſaid, that all holy Defires, all good 
Counſels, and all juſt Works proceed from 
= God? If it be meant, that we can neither 
defire, contrive, or perform any thing 
good, but by the Uſe of thoſe Faculties, 
which God has beſtowed upon us, and 
were originally his free Gift; this indeed 
is true, but, I'm afraid, was far enough from 
the Thoughts of thoſe who compoſed this 
Prayer, whoſe main Aim it was to ſet aſide 
and diſcard theſe Faculties, as of no Ule at 
all in Matters of Religion. It ſeems 
much rather to ſignify, that we can do 
none of thoſe Things but by the Operation 
of God's holy Spirit, immediately infuſed 
into our Minds; which is the ſame Doc- 
trine as is taught us in the Articles. The 
ſame Notion is again conveyed to us in the 
Collect for the fifth Sunday after Eaſter : 
O Lord, 
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O Lord, from whom all good Things ds 
come, &c.— Thus again, in that for the 
ninth Sunday after Trinity; Grant to us, 
Lord, wwe beſeech thee, the Spirit, to think 
and do ſuch Things as be rightful, that we, 
who cannot do any thing that is good without 
thee —Again, in that for the nineteenth ; 
O God, foraſmuch as, without thee, we are not 
able to pleaſe thee —And we need not be 
afraid of affirming too much, when we 
ſay, that the Articles are the only Key by 
which the Senſe of theſe Expreſſions can 
be fairly aſcertained. In the Collect for 
Eaſter-Day we have theſe Words: We 
humbly beſeech thee, that, as, by thy ſpecial 
Grace preventing us, thou doſt put into 
our Minds good Defires. —Here we find 
juſt the ſame Thought, and expreſſed in 
the very Words of the Article: Hence it 
may be concluded, that the Compilers had 
the ſame Meaning in both Places; and, if 
it be wrong in the Article, it cannot be 
right in the Prayer. Thus again, in that 
for the ſeventeenth Sunday after Trinity; 
Lord, we pray thee, that thy Grace may 
always prevent and follow us.— And in one 
of 
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of thoſe at the Concluſion of the Commu- 
nion Service; Prevent us, O Lord, in all 
our Doings, with thy moſt gracious Favour, 


1 further us with thy continual Help. — 
Tze Collect for the ſecond Sunday after 

S Trinity beginneth thus: O Tard, who 
never faileſt to help and govern them whom 

a ; thou dojt bring up in thy fredfaſt Fear and 
RE Zove.—This I can explain no otherwiſe 
chan by the Doctrine of Predeſtination, 
i which ſuppoſes God to ſelect out of Man- 
l kind ſome favourite Children, whom, with- 
4 out any Regard to their previous moral Diſ- 
poſitions, he chooſes to bring up in his 


ſtedfaſt Fear and Love, and whom having 
= thus taken under his Protection, he never 
= faileth to help and govern, Now, in all 
= theſe Paſſages, I defire to be ingenuouſly 
told, in what Light the Petitioners appear 
to be conſidered, whether as rational Crea- 
= tures and Free Agents, or as ſo many mere 
= Logs of Wood, without any Will, any 
Faculties, any Powers, properly their own? 
There are ſome who ſeem to imagine, that 
= the latter Suppoſition, by abaſing human 
Nature, tends moſt to illuſtrate the Glory 
= of God, For my own Part, I am apt to 
E conceive 
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conceive the contrary : God is the Author 


of human Nature ; and it rather raiſes than 


leſſens my Ideas of his Perfection, to ſup- 
poſe he hath imparted ſuch original Pow- 
ers to it, as enable every Man to do 
ſomething for himſelf. 

There is one Article more I ſhall exa- 
mine a little into, and have done, wiz. the 
ninth, upon original Sin: The principal 
Poſition of which is, that original Sin, in 
every Perſon born into the\World, deſerveth 
God's Wrath and Damnation. Without go- 
ing into a minute Diſcuſſion of the ſeveral 
Methods by which Men of different Per- 
ſuaſions have endeavoured to reconcile 
their own Syſtems to this general Aſſertion, 
it 1s ſufficient to ſay, that plain Senſe will ne- 
ver underſtand the Words of any other than 
God's eternal Wrath and Damnation. To this 
Signiſication the Word deſerveth abſolutely 
pins them down: For, ſuppoſing them to 
mean temporal Death only, it can no more 
be ſaid, in Strictneſs of Speech, that every 
Perſon born into the World deſerveth tem- 
poral, than he does eternal Death. Tem- 
foral may be indeed the natural Conſe- 
quence of another's Tranſgreſſion, and may 
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without Injuſtice; becauſe no Being can 
have a natural Claim to Immortality: But 
every one that is born cannot literally be 
ſaid to deſerve it; becauſe a Child, when 
it is juſt born, cannot be faid to deſerve 


1 5 any thing. The Words, therefore, Wrath 


and Damnation, not being reſtrained by 
the Context to any leſs obvious Meaning, 
are to be allowed their full Scope, and 
ought to be applied only to thoſe Ideas, 
which they moſt naturally and uſually ex- 
eite. And that this was the Senſe intended 
by the Compilers, there can be little Que- 
ſtion. The Right Rev. Expoſitor, already 
mentioned, having laid open the Opinion 
of thoſe who believe the Sin of Adam to 


= deſerve God's eternal Wrath and Damna- 


tion in all his Poſterity, concludes the Matter 
with this Sentence : © And this Explica- 
tion does certainly quadrate more entirely 
to the Words of the Article, as it is known 
that this was the Tenet of thoſe who pre- 
pared the Articles, it having been the ge- 


nerally-received Opinion from St. Auſtin's 


Days downward.” 
E 2 But 


be inflicted upon every one that is born, 
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But is there any one, who at this Time 
of Day ſubſcribes che Article, willing to 
confeſs that he believes the Doctrine true, 
which it intends to convey? Have we ſo 
little conſulted our own Reaſon, that Lamp 
which God has lighted up in every Man's 
Breaſt, as, even two full Centuries after 
we have been delivered from Romrſh 
Shackles, to be detained under an Opi- 
nion, that we all bring ſuch a Load of Guilt 
into the World with us, as renders us pro- 
per Objects of the divine Wrath, and muſt, 
without ſomething done to remove it, un- 
avoidably fink us into endleſs Perdition? 
Are we got no farther in our Divinity than 
this? Surely we have profited but little by 
the Writings of that moſt learned and ex- 
cellent Prelate, Biſhop Taylor, who, with 
ſuch Variety and Strength of Argument, 
hath beat down and deſtroyed, beyond a 
Poſſibility of Reply, St. Auſtin's execrable 
Opinions upon this Subject. But, me- 
thinks, there wants but little Authority in 
a Caſe ſo clear and evident in itſelf. We 
need not go far from Home, to be con- 
vinced that no Being can be the Object 
of God's Wrath, that has never offended 


him. 
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him. "Tis the Will only that is the 
Seat of Sin: A Being therefore, that is in- 
capable of willing, is incapable of /mnng. 
= Derived Sin, original Sin, as it is called, not 


out Scruple, affirm to be Nonſenſe : There 
can be but one Sort of Sin, that is actual, 


a voluntary Deviation from the Rule of 
Right: The other is no Sin at all. "Tis the 


Character of a moſt cruel and mercileſs 
Tyrant, to puniſh for a Crime to which 


the Party never gave his Conſent : With- 


out Conſent, there can be no\ſuch thing as 
Virtue or Vice, Merit or Demerit : With- 
out Demerit, there can be no Puniſhment 
from a juſt and good God. But we are 


told, this Guilt is done away by Baptiſm: 


Suppoſe then an Infant dying unbaptized ; 
upon theſe Principles, here is a poor help- 


leſs Being gone into everlaſting Perdition 
3 for an Offence committed 6000 Years be- 


fore it was born, and in Defect of a Rite 
that abſolutely depended upon the Power 


or Will of others. Is it conceivable, that - 


the whole Happineſs of John's Nature 
ſhou'd neceſſarily reſt upon what James 
ſhall do for him? James neglects his Duty; 


Jobn 


being a ſcriptural Expreſſion, we do, with- 
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John muſt be damned for it. Horrid to 
think on! What an Idea does this ſug- 
geſt of the moral Government of the Uni- 
verſe! O Auſtin, if ever I dignified thee 
with the Title of Saint, I retract the Word, 
thou hard and unmerciful Biſhop of Hippo 
But the grand and diſtinguiſhing Marks of 
Orthodoxy were found upon thee, and this 
raiſed thee to Saintſhip. To ſay no more; 
the Doctrine of original Sin, as laid down 
in this Article, does ſo radically ſubvert all 
our natural Notions of Right and Wrong, 
Juſtice and Injuſtice, that, in my Appre- 
henſion, no Miracles can prove the Divi- 
nity of that Revelation, wherein it is plain- 
ly taught: I thank God, the Chriſtian is 
clear of it. 

Nevertheleſs, as unreaſonable as this 
Doctrine is, I am afraid the whole Office 
of Baptiſm will appear, upon Inquiry, to 
be founded in it. The Miniſter thus ad- 
dreſſeth himſelf to the People at ſetting 
out : Dearly beloved, foraſmuch as all Men are 
concetved and born in Sin Here we have 
the Notion laid down, that there is ſome 
Stain reſting upon the Soul of the preſent 
Infant, that needeth Ablution : And this is 


beginning 
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beginning the Building with proper Mate- 
rials; becauſe, without this Groundwork, 
it could not well be ſhewn, that the Buſi- 
neſs he is going upon is indiſpenſably ne- 


| : ceffary to the Infant's Salvation. It fol- | 
= loweth, And that our Saviour Chriſt ſaith, 


none can enter into the Kingdom of God, ex- 
cept he be regenerate and born anew of Wa- 
ter and the Holy Ghoſt. —This is added as 
a neceſſary Prop and Support to the former 
Aſſertion, tho a manifeſt Extenſion of our 
Saviour's Words beyond their juſt and na- 
tural Import. When he faith, None can 
enter into the Kingdom of God, &c. he muſt 
mean, none who are qualified to be con- 
tracting Parties to a Covenant. The Propo- 
ſition muſt be underſtood with an Excep- 
tion to all, who, through Want of Reaſon, 
are incapable of Faith and Repentance ; 
explicit Conditions he requires of all who 
are willing to embrace his Religion, and 
enter by Baptiſm into his Church. 

After the Exhortation, the Miniſter pro- 


ceedeth to Prayer: At the Entrance upon 


which, we may obſerve, that the Compi- 
lers, foreſeeing how little they ſhould be 
able to produce out of the New Teſta- 
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ment to prove Baptiſm a neceſſary Duty, 
where the Conditions of Faith and Repen- 
tance cannot be complied with, are glad 
to lay hold of ſomething out of the Old, 
in order to preoccupy Men's Minds a 
little in its Favour. The Prayer begin- 5 
neth thus: Almighty and everlaſting 
God, who, of thy great Mercy, didſt 
fave Noah and his Family in the Ark 
from periſhing by Water, and alſo didſt 
lafely lead the Children of ae! thy Peo- 
ple thro the Red Sea, figuring thereby 
thy holy Baptiſm, &c.”—As to the firſt 
of theſe Inſtances, tis certain, St. Pe- 
ter, ſpeaking of Noah's Ark, does fay, 
% Wherein few, that is, eight Souls, were 
ſaved by Water: The like Figure where- 
unto, even Baptiſm, doth alſo now fave 
us.”—Now, it is not eaſy for us to aſcer- 
tain the Apoſtle's Meaning in this Paſſage, 
or lay down with Preciſion in what Re- 
ſpect or Manner Chriſtian Baptiſm was 
prefigured by the Deluge. As to the reſt 
of Mankind, they were drowned, which 
is juſt the Reverſe of Saving: As to Noah 
and his Family, they were indeed ſaved, 
but not by Water; they were ſaved, if 


you 
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you pleaſe, from Water, or thro Water; 
Y des are the Words; but they were 
literally ſaved 4 Wood, iy the Ark that 
carried them. 
= Thus again, St. Paul fins I Cor, x. 2. 
Our Fathers were all baptized unto Meſes 


in the Cloud, and in the Sea.” —PBut, 
wherein the Paſſage of the Iſraelites thro' 
the Red Sea repreſented Chriſtian Bap- 
tiſm, is not obvious at firſt Sight: They 
too were ſaved from the Water, but not 
by the Water. And therefore, ' unleſs more 
of Likeneſs was at once diſcoverable by the 
People, I humbly conceive, theſe Figures 
are unfit to be made the Subject of a Prayer. 
Sure I am, they are of very little Weight 
towards enforcing the Practice of Infant- 
Baptiſm, the only Purpoſe for which they 
ſeem here to be introduced. This, and the 
other that follows it, are Prayers of great 
Length ; but in the Matter whereof they 
conſiſt there occurs, I own, to me, ſcarce 
= any Thing of Propriety, ſcarce any Thing 
chat can be ſupported by Reaſon or Scrip- 
ture. Receive this Child, we ſay, O Lord, 
as thou haſt promiſed by * well- beloved 
F l Son q 


(42) 
Son, ſaying, Aſk, and ye ſhall have; ſeek, 


and ye ſhall find; knock, and it ſhall be 
opened unto you.” What a Diſtortion 
is this of our Saviour's Words? As they 
ſtand in the Evangeliſt, they are an Ex- 
hortation to fervent Prayer; which Chriſt 
preſſeth upon his Followers, by an Aſſur- 

ance that their Petitions, that is, thoſe 
which every Man ſhall put up for himſelf, 
ſhall be heard, and ſome Way anſwered 
to their Advantage; They are here made 
to ſignify a Promiſe, that, by the Prayers of 
others, the Guilt of original Sin ſhall be re- 
mitted to the Child now brought to +: 
holy Baptiſm, How far does this ſeem to 
have been from our Saviour's Thoughts, at 
the Time the Words were ſpoken! 

There is now read to the Congregation a 
Portion of St. Mark's Goſpel, where, to 
be ſure, if any-where, the Neceſſity of 
the Work we are upon is clearly ſet forth 
and eſtabliſhed. But how unluckily does 
it happen? The very Words produced in 
Favour of this Work effectually over- 
throw the whole Syſtem of the Compilers: 
For they manifeſtly ſhew the Love and 


Good- 
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Good-will of God to Children who had 
never been baptized, as thoſe of whom 
Chriſt's ſpeaks are ſuppoſed not to have 
been : They prove, beyond all Doubt, that 
== ſuch Children are not the Objects of 
== God's Wrath, in direct Contradiction to 
= the Article, and the whole Tenor of this 


Form of Baptiſm, drawn up in exact 
Conformity to it. And only take Notice, 
= how the poor Men themſelves were puzzled 


With this Paſſage. Conſcious, as it were, 


| of its Inſufficiency for the Purpoſes it 
vas to ſerve, when they came to make an 
= Exhortation upon the Goſpel juſt repeated, 
= they found it convenient to add a Force to 
= the Words that does not belong to them. 
lt is thus: © Beloved, ye hear, in this 


4 | Goſpel, the Words of our Saviour Chriſt, 
that he commanded the Children to be 


brought unto him.” — Pray, where is the 


Command! For, I proteſt, I can find no 


WF fuck Thing in the Goſpel: This is affirm- 


; 8 ing a Fact that actually is not true, and, 


: : I fear, with a Deſign to impoſe a Meaning 
& upon the People that they knew was not 
WE contained in the Text. A Permiſſion in- 
; F 2 deed 
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deed there is, and no more: * Suffer the 
little Children to come unto me, and forbid 
them not; for of ſuch is the Kingdom of 
Heaven. But a Permiſſion, every Body 
knows, is a very different Thing from a 
Command, and ought not to be repreſent- 
ed as a Command. It follows, How 
he blamed thoſe that would have kept 


them from him, how he exhorteth all Men 
to follow their Innocency.— Here, in- 
deed, we deſcend to the Truth, which be- 
fore had been exceeded. When ſome i 


Perſons brought young Children to Chriſt, ; f 


in Hopes of receiving a Bleſſing upon them 
from his Touch, tis probable his Diſciples 
uſed them a little roughly, from a Notion 


that their Maſter was not to be troubled 


about ſuch ſmall Matters. With this rude B 


and churliſh Behaviour our Bleſſed Savi- 
our ſhewed himſelf much diſpleaſed, and 
enjoined them to forbear the like for the 


future. He inſtructs them, that theſe Chil- 
dren, whom they ſeemed ſo much to de- 


ſpiſe, were Objects ' worthy of the divine 4 


Regard, and not to be kept forcibly from 


him. — © Suffer them, ſays he, to come 
- unto Wl 


* ( 45) 
= unto me.”—And from thoſe then prefent 
he takes the Opportunity of recommend- 
ing to his Followers that Innocency of 
Temper which they ſaw in them. It 
= followeth, a few Lines after, Where- 
fore, we being thus perſuaded of the Good- 
will of our Heavenly Father towards this 
Infant, and nothing doubting but that he 
favourably alloweth this charitable Work 
of ours, in bringing this Infant to his holy 
Baptiſm.” — What, is it come to this after 
all? — Nothing doubting but that he 
favourably alloweth this charitable Work of 
ours! — Our Authors had proceeded hi- 
therto with great Confidence: They had 
laid before us the Notion of original Sin, 
and the Neceſſity of Baptiſm to waſh this 
Sin away: They had given us a Paſſage of 
of the Goſpel, (tho' quite foreign to the 
Subject of Baptiſm) and added the Force 
of a Command to a bare Sufferance : In 
ſhort, they laid hold of every Circumſtance 
they could think on, to lead us into a Belief 
that we were diſcharging a Duty which 
could not be diſpenſed with. But all at once 
their Minds miſgive them, and this great 

Work 
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Work of Neceflity is at laſt "dwindled 
into a Work of Charity, which, they 
hope, God will take well at their Hands, 
but yet in which there was a Poſſibi- 
lity they might be doing wrong. What 
unaccountable Inconſiſtence is here! - But 
it verifies an old Obſervation, That, if you 
ſuppreſs Truth in one Part, tis mighty apt 
to burſt out in another. Tis likely 1 ſhall 
here be told, that we ought not in Candour 
to charge the Church with Inconfiſtency ; 
that ſhe can never intend to contradict 
herſelf: The latter Expreſſion is therefore 

to be looked upon as conveying her true and 
real Meaning, and ſhould be conſidered 
as explanatory of all that wert before. 1 
declare, I cannot conſider it in this Light. 
By the Church, I underſtand thoſe of our 
Reformers WhO drew up the Forms of 
our  publick - Devotions. Now, tho no 
Man tends to be inconſiſtent with himſelf, 
yet thro' Inadvertency it has often been the 
Caſe with the beſt of Men, as well as 
Writers. When a Perſon holds any one 
Opinion that is wrong, (and how few are 
there that are right: in every Thing?) and 
happens 
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happens at the ſame Time to have writ a 
good deal, we uſually find ſomething drop- 
ping from his Pen, in ſome Part of his Writ- 
ings or other, inconſiſtent with this wrong 
Opinion; which Fact might be proved from 
numerous Examples, and is, I think, owing 


= to nothing but the Prevalence of Truth. 
In this Senſe, I do really believe the Church 


might, and in very deed that it has con- 
tradicted itſelf in the Buſineſs before us. 
== From theſe Obſervations upon the Office 
of Baptiſm, it will poſſibly be concluded, 
chat the Author altogether condemns the 
Practice of the Church in this Particular. 
hut it is not my Intention to affirm ſo much: 
In the preſent State of the World, the Bap- 
tiſm of Infants may be uſeful and expedi- 
ent, for ought I know: All I argue againſt, 
is the Opinion, which has been too com- 
monly entertained, of its being indiſpenſably 
gneceſſary to their Salvation. A Duty ſo 
very important in its Conſequences would, 
in my Judgment, never have been left to 
== the Deductions of human Reaſon, but have 
been univerſally enjoined by clear and ex- 
1 5 preſs 
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preſs Precept: But we find not the leaſt Hint 
of it thro' the whole New Teſtament. 

The Circumſtance of Sponſors, indeed, | 
appears to me, upon the preſent Plan, ut- 
terly indefenfible: Wherefore,” I cannot 
but agree with that Set of modern Writers 
who think it would be better, was it totally 
lag aſide, or at leaſt left indifferent. To 
inſiſt upon it, as a neceſſary Adjunct off 
Chriſt's Inſtitution, that three or four Per- 4 
ſons ſhould enter into a ſolemn Obligation, 3 
which 'tis almoſt impoſſible they ſhould 1 
ever fulfill, hath certainly ſomething very 
wrong in it. And I have never yet been 
ſo happy as to perceive that the Cuſtom 
hath, in the Event, proved of any real Ser- q ? 
vice or Advantage to the Child, other than, . 
perhaps, by the Preſent of a Silver Cup, o Wc 
ſomething of that Nature: The Nurſes and 1 
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Midwives ſeem to be the only Body of Peo- 
ple materially intereſted in the Continuance 0 * 
of it. What an abſurd and — 
Queſtion is this to be aſked of a Man 2 
baptized? — © Wilt thou be baptized in this 


Faith? ” — The next Time any zealow | 
Divine BH 
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* vine fits down to viddicas all theſe eſta- 
liſhed Matters, I would beg the Fayour 
9 5 pf him to explain it into Senſe. | 

l have now finiſhed the Taſk 1 propoſed 
4 So myſelf, and hope I have ſhewn, to the 
rs, Reader's Satisfaction, what aCorreſpondence 
I Where is between our Articles and our 
[oil q iturgy, how exactly they keep Pace with 
of q zach other, and how viſibly the Errors of the 
er- 4 1 are transfuſed into both. The 
"| F hole Fact may, I think, be ſtated thus: 
The Church of England, when her Ar- 
0 des were framed, and the Liturgy com- 
9 poſed, was in its Doctrine Caluiniſtical: In 
2 few Years afterwards it became Armi- 
nian: But, tho there was an Alteration in 
55 No- latter, there was none made in either 
0 of the former: 80 that we have at this 
Day an Arminian Church ſtanding upon 
Caluiniſtical Articles, and making Uſe of a 
Caluiniſtical Liturgy, This is the Truth 
I Jof the Matter, deny it who can. 
But no to revert to the Point from 
2 whence we ſet out: When all the Ar: 
= guments here ſuggeſted are taken into 
ine Conſideration together, how little does 
= G there 
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there ariſe for one Clergyman to object 
to another upon the Buſineſs of Subſcrip- 
tion? But yet, as if nothing at all ſtood WI, 
againſt them, how headlong do many of 

them run into a Practice that can draw 

nothing but Laughter and Contempt upon 
their own Heads, as they ſo effectually con- 


demn themſelves in the fame Sentence RR 


that they paſs upon their Brethren ? Thef: 
Gentlemen ſeem to have very few Scru- 
ples about ſome of the Artieles, and would 
be content, as far as I can find, to give up 
three or four at a Time without Debate, 
tho they have aſſented and conſented to 


every one of them: But their Conſciences 


are obſeryed to be very nice and tender 
and delicate upon one, the leaſt Doubt 
about which they have not the Heart to 
forgive: And it may be remarked farther, 
that tis only the latter Part of this one, of 
which they are ſo very tenacious: They ap- 
pear to be in no Pain about the former, 
tho the Truth of the firſt Propoſition has 
been thought by many good Men and 
able Writers to be ſomewhat endangered 
by the laſt. 


An 


. C981 

= An extraordinary Specimen of this inge- 
8 nuous Spirit is juſt fallen into my Hands, 
Wn a ſecond Letter from a Clergyman in the 
"= r to his Friend at Deale; wherein an 
Attack is made upon Dr. Carter, whoſe 
23 tory is now pretty well known, with all 
the Virulgnce of Orthodoxy; and the Au- 
Ethor's main Fort is within the Entrench- 


gd Ty  puyy, cans. & 


r ments we have been ſpeaking of. The poor 
Doctor is plied hard with—Oaths, Subſcrip- 
ons, Ties, Engagements, Equivocation, 
i Doubling, Conſcience, moral Honeſty, with 
many other fine-ſounding Words, and 
55 1 q Words that. furniſh a charming Argument 
upon the Subject, without Doubt; but, diſ- 
s i 7 charged upon one Subſcriber fromthe Mouth 
T MRof another, I take leave to fay they are not. 
It f 5 only marvellouſſy fooliſh, byt downr ight 
„ impudent. Doth this furious Man think 
„nobody has any Eyes but himſelf? He 
® ought to be put in Mind of his old Friend 
ih, whom he ſeems to, have forgot: 
, Non videmus id mantice quod i in tergo eſt, 
Not to, diſcover the Blot in his own Tables, 
: can be the Effect only of extreme Bigotry, 


or extreme Stupidity. The next Letter he 
= vrites, it will be a great Mark of Wiſdom 
F G 2 and 
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and Prudence in him to change his Po: 
ſture, and, inſtead of ſeeking Adventures 
abroad, and attacking in the Spirit of 
Qui xotiſin every thing he meets, to confine 
his Attention nearer home, and provide 
Bucklers and Helmets in his own Defence: 
He can no way defend hitnſelf, but by de- 
fending all the 3 contained in the 
Articles: This I preſume to affirm upon 
his own Principles. — * To ſubſcribe (ſays 
he, in his Letter before me) to Articles, 
not according to the true and proper Senſe 
of the Words, is ſuch a violent Outrage ; 
upon Morals, as I Hope he (Dr. W 
will retract.” 2 
As good Luck would it it, juſt as I 
had writ ſo far, this worthy Clergyman's 
firſt Letter dropp'd in upon me; which Ifind 
is only a Beginning of that Abuſe and Scur- 
rility, that is continued and completed in 
the ſecond, There occurs in it the follow- 
ing Paragraph, which is ſo curious, that I 
am tempted to recite it: © If we ſolemnly | 

declare and ſubſcribe our Belief of a Point 
of Doctrine, we do it in the Senſe of the 
Impoſers, 7. 7, e. our Eccleſiaſtical Governors, 


5M 

; 
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who each in their ſeveral Provinces and 
Dioceſes require this Subſcription of all 
who are to be ordained. The Subſcription 


Y is demanded for the Satisfaction of our Ec- 


cleſiaſtical Superiors. This, Iproteſt, is the 


moſt comfortable Doctrine I have heard 


a great while : I think it makes every 
Biſhop a Judge of Doctrine in his own 
Dioceſe. Upon the Suppoſition then there 
ſhould be any Biſhops now living whom 


WE the Letter-writer ſuſpects of being unſound 


in the Faith, to all the Clergy, who have 


i f either received Ordination or Inſtitution 
at the Hands of theſe Biſhops, he hath ac- 
tually proclaimed a Jubilee: And, if the 


Eſſay on Spirit did really come from that 
Prelate to whom it is commonly given, 

and it was my Fate to be preferred in his 
Dioceſe, I would pull off my Hat to him 
at the Diſtance of a Mile, and acknow- 
ledge him for the glorious Aſſertor of my 
religious Liberty. But, after all, how won- 
derful is the Ignorance of this Man? Sub- 


ſcription is demanded for a Security to the. 


State, and not the Satisfaction of our Eccle- 
ſtaſtical Superiors, as he falſely aſſerts: The 
| Biſhop 


Ws ) 


Biſhop is no other than an Officer, or 
Inſtrument, by whom the State requires 
that Security to be taken of every Man that 
is ordained, or inſtituted to: à Benefice : 
Whence it follows, that, when any one ſub- 
ſcribes, he hath no more to do with the 
Opinions of that particular Biſhop by 
whom the Subſcription is tendered, or of 
the whole Bench of Biſhops together, how 
certain ſoever he may be — them, than he 
bath with the Opinions of the Archbiſhop 
of Toledo. He. ſubſcribes. to the Truth of 
written Propoſitions, which cannot be 
altered by the private Opinion of any 
Biſhop, or Body of Biſhops, upon Earth. 
| From Men of this Letter-writer's Kid- 
ney and Complexion it is, that a Clergy- 
man, who diſcovers a Spot in the Garments 
of our Church, and hignifies his Inclination 
of ſeeing it waſhed off, is preſently repre- 
ſented as an Enemy at the Bottom, as a 
falſe Brother, who, tho' fed at her Table, 
is. ſecretly undermining her Intereſts, and 
ready to give her up as a Prey to the Dit- 
ſenters. Now, the Foundation of this Out- 
cry J do not rightly comprehend, becauſe 
I do 
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i do not know what Ideas theſe Gentlemen 
% uſually annex to the Words Church of 
und. They are obſerved to be ſparing 
in Definitions: I will therefore ſupply 
chat Defect, and tell them, in few Words, 
hat I underſtand by the Church of Eu- 
ind by Law eſtabliſhed ; and, if I happen 
eo be miſtaken, I preſume they will be fo 
Wood as to ſet me right. When I ſpeak 
y 1 of the Church of England, in Oppoſition to 
our Sectaries, (and tis from this Quarter 
only our Friends eſpy Danger) I mean no 
a 3 more thin a Church goverh'd by Biſhops, 
ind making Uſe of a ſtated, preconceived | 
I I orm of Prayer. Whoever is lincerely 
attached to theſe two Principles, hath, in 
my Eftimation, all the Qualifications requi- 
ſite to denbminate a good Church-of-Er- 
3 gland-Man. *Tis true, I do not hold it 
neceſſary he ſhould believe Epiſcopacy to 
be of divine Inſtitution, in the higheſt 
| enſe of the Words, tho' I am convinced 
it was the Method of Government ſettled 
and left in the Church by the Apoſtles * 
= themſelves; but then it appears to have 
been ſettled and left by them as the mot 


convenient 
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convenient Form only; but not ſo eflenti- WE 
ally neceſſary to the Being of a Church, Wl 
that there can be no Miniſtry, no Sacraments, 
no valid Ordinances, in ſhort, nothing 
properly to be called a Church, where 
Epiſcopacy is not. My Argument for 
this Opinion is, that, had they deſigned to 
have fix d it upon this unalterable Footing, 
they would not have failed to leave ſome 
expreſs Injunctions for the perpetual Di- 
rection of Chriſtians in this Matter. 1 
Thus again, with reſpect to ſtated Form 
of Prayer; they ſeem to me much the belt 5 
calculated to anſwer all the Purpoſes of 
Devotion; but this does not at all oblige 
me to believe, that any particular Form 
may not be imperfect, and want Alteration, 
or that ſuch Alteration may not be made 
without any Sort of Danger to the Church. 
Whether it is worth while to give our- | 
ſelves the Trouble of altering purely to gra- 
tify the Diſſenters, is a Queſtion I hall 
not take upon me at this Time to diſcuſs: 
A Review would undoubtedly be accept- 
able to a great Number of the Church's 
beſt Friends and Members; and, if it ſhould Wi 


have 
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WT have the Effect of reconciling any of out 
W Difſenting Brethren to her Communion, 
tt can never be ſaid that the Scheme would 
ve the worſe for it: 
== If I happen to err in theſe Sentiments; 
x WT have the Satisfaction of finding myſelf in 
to extraordinary good Company, amidſt a Cir- 
g, cle of Men with whom a Perſon of my 
e mean Abilities needs not be much aſhamed 
i- WT of erring. Sit Anima mea cum Philoſophis; 
vas the Saying of an Arabian: And what 
better Support can an Eugliſb Chriſtian de. 
it fire for his Opinion, ſo far as human Aus: 
of thority goes, than to ſee it countenanced 
ze and protected by ſuch an Aſſembly of Di- 
n RE vines, as met and engaged in the Work of 
n, a Comprehenſion the latter End of the laſt 
je Century? The ſenſible and judicious Author, 
h. to whom the World is juſt now obliged 
for the Life of one of the greateſt and beſt 
- EE Churchmen * that any Age hath produ- 
1! RS ced, hath given us a Liſt of them; in which 
;: we find the Names of Patrick, Stilling fleet, 


tand ſeveral others, whom the moſt zealous + 
's WS Oppolers of Alterations never charged with 
d 25 * Archbiſhop Trlotſor; 
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Enmity or Ill-will to the Church. And 
I cannot but look upon that Encourage- 
ment which this valuable Work has re- 
ceived from our preſent learned and can- 
did Metropolitan, as a Recommendation 
of the ſame Syſtem, upon the ſame Prin- 

ciples, to-the preſent Generation. It ſeems 


to have been in the View both of the Au- 
thor and the Patron to take off ſome of 7 


thoſe Prejudices which bigotted Men have 
conceived in Favour” of what is eſta- 
bliſhed, by ſhewing that a Set of a; 
firm Friends as the Church ever had 
thought her Litu rgy capable of being im- 
proved and amended, and that the Buſineſ 
might be done without ay Damage to her Wl 
Vitals. © 3 
It will here perhaps be aſked me, if 1 
ever expect to ſee a public Form of Prayer 
free from all Imperfections, liable to no 
Sort of Exception whatſoever? To which 
I readily anſwer in the Negative: I expect 
no ſuch Thing from fallible Men: But it i 
my Opinion, that a Set of Prayers might 
be drawn up more free from Imperfections, 
and leſs + Keble to Exception, than what the 
_ 
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Church now uſes; and my Opinion is 
[4 bend upon this: The Heads of our 
1 Church in the preſent Age are certainly 
85 got clear of a great many falſe and perni- 
= cious Opinions, which our Reformers la- 
boured under; and I would always fix up- 
on thoſe Men to compoſe Prayers for my 
Ude, whoſe Notions upon Religion in ge- 
neral appear to me moſt conformable to 
r 5 3s 
= My Treatiſe ſhall cloſe with an old whole- 
ſome Apophthegm ; © He whoſe Houſe is 


1- FF firſt Stone. 


„ 


built with Glaſs ſhould never throw the 


